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STATEMENT 
 

by member of the scientific jury: assoc. prof. Biser Yordanov Krastev, PhD – 

University of Agribusiness and Rural Development, Plovdiv 

in connection with the defense of a doctoral thesis for obtaining the educational 

and scientific degree "Doctor" 

in the Field of higher education 3. Social, economic and legal sciences 

Professional field 3.8. Economics 

Doctoral Program: "Finance and Banking" 

by candidate: Tsvetana Angelova Kerencheva according to a procedure 

announced by UARD - Plovdiv 

 

1. General information 

This statement was prepared in accordance with Order № 104/21.04.2022 of 

the Rector of UARD, on the basis of art. 9 of Law for development of the 

academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, art. 43, para. 1 and 2 of the Regulations 

for organization and conduct of training in the educational and scientific degree 
"Doctor" of UARD, as well as in accordance with the Report of the Director of 

the Department of Economics and Management in UARD for a decision of the 

Council of the Department (Protocol №3/20.04.2022). 

Author of the doctoral thesis: Tsvetana Angelova Kerencheva 

Doctoral thesis topic: "Current issues of financing and control in health 

care in Bulgaria" 

Scientific consultant: assoc. prof. Pavlina Petkova Dimitrova, PhD 

 

2. General presentation of the doctoral thesis 

The doctoral thesis submitted for review has a total volume of 155 pages. It 

consists of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, abbreviations used, a 

bibliography, content and appendices. It includes 18 tables, 7 diagrams and 11 

graphs. The used literature covers 98 sources, of which 61 in Bulgarian, 17 in 

English and 20 Internet sources. 

Topicality of the issues contained in the doctoral thesis is indisputable. It is 

determined by the fact that the underfunding of the health sector can be 

compensated by strengthening external and internal financial control over health 

expenditures both at macroeconomic level and at the level of medical institution 

or medical activity. 
The object and the subject of the research are formulated in an appropriate 

way. In this sense, the object of research in the doctoral thesis is "the health 

sector in Bulgaria, its funding with public and private funds and their spending." 

The subject of the study is "the sources of funding for health subsystems and 

control exercised by state institutions in terms of legality, sound financial 

management and transparency." 
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On the basis of the set goals and objectives, the research thesis, which is 

defended by the author, is as follows: "based on theoretical and practical analysis 

is proved that there are reserves for improving funding and control in the health 

care system." This thesis is formulated correctly and has been successfully 

developed and proven in the exposition. 

 

3. Assessment of the structure and content of the doctoral thesis and opinion 

on the correctness of the abstract of the dissertation 

Structurally, the dissertation was built successfully. There is a logical 

sequence and relative balance between its components. The content of the 

exposition is fully in line with the topic of scientific research. The methodology 

used by the doctoral student is suitable for conducting the research and for proving 

the thesis defended by him. 

The title of chapter one is "Theoretical concepts of the financing and control 

in health care". It has a volume of 43 pages and consists of three paragraphs. The 

first paragraph presents the goals pursued by modern health systems, as well as 

the principles on which they are based. The second paragraph clarifies the sources 

and models of health care financing in developed countries and in Bulgaria. The 

third paragraph characterizes the nature and features of control in the health 

sector, as well as its role and importance for increasing the efficiency of the health 

care system. 

Chapter two is entitled "Methodological aspects of financial management 

and control in health care". It consists of three paragraphs and has a total volume 

of 36 pages. The first of them presents the technology by which the financial 

control is carried out, as well as the powers of the control authorities in the field 

of healthcare. On this basis, changes in the way of financing the health system in 

our country are proposed, which will improve the efficiency of public funds 

invested in it. In the second paragraph of chapter two, the author makes a 

comparative analysis of the models for spending of financial resources in hospital 

care in Bulgaria, France, Sweden, Germany, the Netherlands, Denmark and 

Switzerland. In the third paragraph a critical review of the existing models for 

spending money in outpatient and emergency medical care in our country is made, 

their shortcomings are pointed out and proposals for their elimination are made 

(pp. 80-87). 

Chapter three is entitled "Opportunities for improving the system of 

financial control in health care in Bulgaria" and has a volume of 45 pages. It 

consists of three paragraphs. In the first of them is presented a specific 

methodology for studying the dependencies between financial flows in hospital 

care, using it to analyze changes in the structure and dynamics of current health 

care costs in Bulgaria in the period 2011-2019. It is concluded that the ever-

increasing costs of hospital health care do not lead to an improvement in the health 

status of the population and that in order to improve their effectiveness, it is 

necessary for medical activities to be controled by an independent control 
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authority and not by government officials (pp. 106-107). The second paragraph 

focuses on identifying opportunities to improve cost-effectiveness and strengthen 

financial control in outpatient and emergency care. In the third paragraph of 

chapter three the doctoral student examines the relationships between the current 

health care costs in Bulgaria and the overall mortality rate in the country, as well 

as between current health care costs and the Gini coefficient in Bulgaria in recent 

years, drawing relevant conclusions and summaries. 

The abstract, reflecting in a synthesized form the main statements and 

results of the research in the doctoral thesis, has a volume of 37 pages and is 

written according to the established requirements. It includes the general 

characteristics of the doctoral thesis, its structure and content, a summary of the 

doctoral thesis, a reference to scientific contributions and a reference to 

scientometric indicators, containing six publications on the topic of the doctoral 

thesis (4 articles and 2 scientific reports), which fully comply with the minimum 

national requirements. The style of the abstract is tight and precise. In technical 

terms, it has been drafted at a very high level and can be assessed positively. 

In conclusion, it can be summarized that the doctoral student is able to do 

independent research, to formulate research theses, to reach logical conclusions 

and to support them with real data from practice. The doctoral thesis and the 

abstract presented by Tsvetana Angelova Kerencheva are not borrowed from 

foreign publications, they clearly show the author's participation and they reflect 

correctly and fully her scientific positions. 

 

4. Determining and evaluating the scientific and scientifically applied 

contributions in the doctoral thesis 

The scientific contributions, which are formulated in the abstract to the 

doctoral thesis, can be divided into two groups: three of the contributions are 

theoretical and two of them are scientifically applied. 

The contributions of a theoretical nature are the following: 

1. On the basis of a theoretical study of the systems for financing inpatient and 

outpatient care on a national and global scale, a critical analysis of the public-

private system for financing health care in the Republic of Bulgaria was 

performed. 

2. The key role of the control in the healthcare system is outlined on the basis of 

current normative acts, emphasizing the main control functions - preventive, 

ascertaining, evaluative and effective. 

3. An overview of the financial control activities in the field of health care was 

performed, highlighting the most important shortcomings of the health system 

and presenting the author's point of view for solving these problems. 

The scientifically applied contributions are the following: 

1. The possibilities for improving the system of financial control by building a 

model for cost analysis for a period of 10 years in hospital, pre-hospital and 

emergency care in the Republic of Bulgaria are presented. 
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2. Based on statistical analysis, a model of a leading hospital in the South Central 

region for spending the funds received from the RHIF was tested and the 

results confirm that the introduction of payment for hospital activities based 

on diagnostically related groups instead of clinical pathways is an important 

step in the right direction. However, at the same time, funds must be set aside 

for rehospitalization. The strong correlation between current expenditures and 

the Gini coefficient was highlighted, which is an indicator of high levels of 

corruption in healthcare. 

I believe that the contributions in doctoral thesis accurately and faithfully 

reflect its scientific merits, as well as its importance for the development of 

science and practice in the field of research on issues related to funding and 

control in the health sector in Bulgaria. 

 

5. Critical remarks and recommendations 

There are no significant weaknesses in the doctoral thesis on the basis of 

which to make specific critical remarks to the author. 

With regard to recommendations to the doctoral student, I would advise him 

to further deepen his research in his chosen field and to publish his future scientific 

output in various specialized scientific journals, referenced and indexed in world-

famous databases of scientific information. 

 

6. Questions to the doctoral student 

The question I ask to Tsvetana Kerencheva in connection with the defense 

of her doctoral thesis is the following: 

1. In your opinion, is there an urgent need to change the existing model for 

financing the health sector in our country and what steps should be taken to 

improve control over public spending on health care in Bulgaria in the next 

few years? 

 

7. Conclusion 

The doctoral thesis has a fully completed form and can serve as a basis for 

future research. This gives me reason to give a positive assessment of the 

research conducted by the doctoral student, presented by the above-reviewed 

dissertation, abstract, results and contributions. I propose to the respected 

scientific jury to award the educational and scientific degree "doctor" of 

Tsvetana Angelova Kerencheva in the field of higher education 3. Social, 

economic and legal sciences, Professional field 3.8. Economics, Doctoral 

Program "Finance and Banking". 

 

 

09.05.2022       Signature: 

Plovdiv            (Assoc. prof. Biser Krastev, PhD) 
 


